
 
APPENDIX A 

 
Ohio Revised Code § 2151.421 Duty to report child abuse or neglect; investigation and 
followup procedures.  [Excerpted; emphasis added] 
(A)(l)(a) No person described in division (A)(l)(b) of this section who is acting in an 
official or professional capacity and knows or suspects that a child under eighteen years 
of age or a mentally retarded, developmentally disabled, or physically impaired child 
under twenty-one years of age has suffered or faces a threat of suffering any physical or 
mental wound, injury, disability, or condition of a nature that reasonably indicates abuse 
or neglect of the child, shall fail to immediately report that knowledge or suspicion to the 
… children services agency or a municipal or county peace officer in the county in which 
the child resides or in which the abuse or neglect is occurring or has occurred. … 
(b) Division (A)(l)(a) of this section applies to any person who is an attorney; physician, 
including a hospital intern or resident; dentist; podiatrist; practitioner of a limited branch 
of medicine as specified in section 4731.15 of the Revised Code; registered nurse; 
licensed practical nurse; visiting nurse; other health care professional; licensed 
psychologist; licensed school psychologist; independent marriage and family therapist 
or marriage and family therapist; speech pathologist or audiologist; coroner; 
administrator or employee of a child day-care center; administrator or employee of a 
residential camp or child day camp; administrator or employee of a certified child care 
agency or other public or private children services agency; school teacher; school 
employee; school authority; person engaged in social work or the practice of 
professional counseling; agent of a county humane society; or a person rendering 
spiritual treatment through prayer in accordance with the tenets of a well-recognized 
religion.  
… 
(B) Anyone, who knows or suspects that a child under eighteen years of age or a 
mentally retarded, developmentally disabled, or physically impaired person under 
twenty-one years of age has suffered or faces a threat of suffering any physical or 
mental wound, injury, disability, or other condition of a nature that reasonably indicates 
abuse or neglect of the child may report or cause reports to be made of that knowledge 
or suspicion to the entity or persons specified in this division.  [Except for children in the 
custody of a state correctional institution], a person making a report or causing a report 
to be made under this division shall make it or cause it to be made to the … public 
children services agency or to a municipal or county peace officer. … 
 
(C) Any report made pursuant to division (A) or (B) of this section shall be made 
forthwith either by telephone or in person and shall be followed by a written report, if 
requested by the receiving agency or officer. The written report shall contain: 
(1) The names and addresses of the child and the child's parents or the person or 
persons having custody of the child, if known; 
(2) The child's age and the nature and extent of the child's known or suspected injuries, 
abuse, or neglect or of the known or suspected threat of injury, abuse, or neglect, 
including any evidence of previous injuries, abuse, or neglect; 
(3)  Any other information that might be helpful in establishing the cause of the known or 



suspected injury, abuse, or neglect or of the known or suspected threat of injury, abuse, 
or neglect. 
Any person, who is required by division (A) of this section to report known or suspected 
child abuse or child neglect, may take or cause to be taken color photographs of areas 
of trauma visible on a child and, if medically indicated, cause to be performed 
radiological examinations of the child. 
 
(D)(l) When a municipal or county peace officer receives a report concerning the 
possible abuse or neglect of a child or the possible threat of abuse or neglect of a child, 
upon receipt of the report, the municipal or county peace officer who receives the report 
shall refer the report to the appropriate public children services agency. 
(2) When a public children services agency receives a report pursuant to this division or 
division (A) or (B) of this section, upon receipt of the report, the public children services 
agency shall comply with section 2151.422 of the Revised Code. 
… 
(G)(l)(a) Except as provided in division (H)(3) of this section, anyone or any hospital, 
institution, school, health department, or agency participating in the making of reports 
under division (A) of this section, anyone or any hospital, institution, school, health 
department, or agency participating in good faith in the making of reports under division 
(B) of this section, and anyone participating in good faith in a judicial proceeding 
resulting from the reports, shall be immune from any civil or criminal liability for injury, 
death, or loss to person or property that otherwise might be incurred or imposed as a 
result of the making of the reports or the participation in the judicial proceeding. 
… 
(2) In any civil or criminal action or proceeding in which it is alleged and proved that 
participation in the making of a report under this section was not in good faith or 
participation in a judicial proceeding resulting from a report made under this section was 
not in good faith, the court shall award the prevailing party reasonable attorney's fees 
and costs and, if a civil action or proceeding is voluntarily dismissed, may award 
reasonable attorney's fees and costs to the party against whom the civil action or 
proceeding is brought. 
 
(H)(l) [Except for specified actions and reports of the children services agency which 
may become public], a report made under this section is confidential. The information 
provided in a report made pursuant to this section and the name of the person who 
made the report shall not be released for use, and shall not be used, as evidence in any 
civil action or proceeding brought against the person who made the report. In a criminal 
proceeding, the report is admissible in evidence in accordance with the Rules of 
Evidence and is subject to discovery in accordance with the Rules of Criminal 
Procedure. 
(2) No person shall permit or encourage the unauthorized dissemination of the contents 
of any report made under this section. 
(3) A person who knowingly makes or causes another person to make a false report 
under division (B) of this section that alleges that any person has committed an act or 
omission that resulted in a child being an abused child or a neglected child is guilty of a 
violation of section 2921.14 of the Revised Code. 



… 
(5) A public children services agency shall advise a person alleged to have inflicted 
abuse or neglect on a child who is the subject of a report made pursuant to this section 
in writing of the disposition of the investigation. The agency shall not provide to the 
person any information that identifies the person who made the report, statements of 
witnesses, or police or other investigative reports.  
… 
(K)(l) Except as provided in division (K)(4) of this section, a person who is required to 
make a report pursuant to division (A) of this section may make a reasonable number of 
requests of the public children services agency that receives or is referred the report to 
be provided with the following information: 
(a) Whether the agency has initiated an investigation of the report; 
(b) Whether the agency is continuing to investigate the report; 
(c) Whether the agency is otherwise involved with the child who is the subject of the 
report; 
(d) The general status of the health and safety of the child who is the subject of the 
report; 
(e) Whether the report has resulted in the filing of a complaint in juvenile court or of 
criminal charges in another court. 
 
(2) A person may request the information specified in division (K)(l) of this section only 
if, at the time the report is made, the person's name, address, and telephone number 
are provided to the person who receives the report. 
 
When a municipal or county peace officer or employee of a public children services 
agency receives a report pursuant to division (A) or (B) of this section the recipient of 
the report shall inform the person of the right to request the information described in 
division (K)(l) of this section. The recipient of the report shall include in the initial child 
abuse or child neglect report that the person making the report was so informed and, if 
provided at the time of the making of the report, shall include the person's name, 
address, and telephone number in the report. 
 
Each request is subject to verification of the identity of the person making the report. If 
that person's identity is verified, the agency shall provide the person with the information 
described in division (K)(l) of this section a reasonable number of times, except that the 
agency shall not disclose any confidential information regarding the child who is the 
subject of the report other than the information described in those divisions. 
… 
(4)  If an agency other than the agency that received or was referred the report is 
conducting the investigation of the report pursuant to section 2151.422 of the Revised 
Code, the agency conducting the investigation shall comply with the requirements of 
division (K) of this section. 
… 
(N) No later than three days after the day on which a public children services agency 
that conducted the investigation as determined pursuant to section 2151.422 
[2151.42.2] of the Revised Code makes a disposition of an investigation involving a 



report of alleged child abuse or child neglect, or a report of an alleged threat of child 
abuse or child neglect, that allegedly occurred in or involved an out-of-home care entity, 
the agency shall send written notice of the disposition of the investigation to the 
administrator, director, or other chief administrative officer and the owner or governing 
board of the out-of-home care entity. The agency shall not provide witness statements 
or police or other investigative reports. 
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